^                   CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

houses by which they are surrounded. In the seven-
teenth century it was the favourite resort of the
London ministers. In the troubled times of the Long
Parliament and the Commonwealth it was here they
met to sign leagues and covenants, and to make ordi-
nances against 'Popery, Prelacy, Arianism, Socinian-
ism/ and every other conceivable heresy, known or
unknown. Even so late as the Savoy Conference the
London clergy, who were mostly on the side of the
Puritans, had their special meetings at Sion College.
Two years ago the Eector of Bishopsgate was Presi-
dent. Besides some other salutary reforms and im-
provements, he began the custom of ' Evening
Meetings,' which have been continued by his suc-
cessors in the presidency. At these meetings papers
have been read on various subjects. Of these the
most important are those which concern the National

many different quarters the question of the
State Church is forced upon the public mind. Outside,
there is the Eoman Catholic, the avowed enemy of
the Church of England, working ceaselessly for its
overthrow. The ' Liberation ' Dissenter is scarcely
less active in his opposition to the Church of England
so far as it is a State institution. The High Church-
man is daily becoming less satisfied with the strong
Protestantism of the Church's standards, while the
advancing thought of our day is rendering it impos-
sible for some other men to be bound by the rigid:
formularies of a past age. One other item of antago-
nism, silent, indeed, but more important than all the
iltfeers, is the steady and uniform growth of Dissent,